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Vitis nemo fine nafcitur, optimus ile 


Qui minimis urgetur. 
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Intend in this Paper to conclude what I have 
to offer to the Publick on the Effeéts of the 
Spleen in our Bodies, and its wonderful Influ- 
enceonthe Mind. AsI owe thefe Remarks chiefly 


to Dr. Lacon’s Converfation, I have ajrcsily ob 
ferv’d that the Ferment which the Phyjicians call 


the Spleen, while its Government is limited to a 
moderate Superiority, is not a Diftemper, but in 
reality a generous Principle, which gives that A- 
cutenc{s of Thought, Vivacity of Imagination and 
Abundance of Spirit, that exalts the Poffeffor a- 
bove the Level of Mankind. From this attive 
Spring, as it is differently mixt and modify’d by 
Combinations of other Humours, arifes in this 
Ifland, where it fo much prevails; that great Va- 
riety of Men of Senfe and Wit, who have howe- 
ver fuch an original Diffimilitude to each other as 
cannot but furprize the Obferver. Nor is the 
Spleen lefs concern’d in conftituting the numerous 
Chara&ters which are found in the moral World, 
where Vertue and Vice take a different Turn, and 
acquire diftinét Properties and Appearances, as this 
‘Leaven has more or lefs the Balance in the Com- 
plexion. 

~ The Philofophers and Divines, who have com- 

; ag” gong of : 

pild Syftems of Ethicks, defcribe Vertues in their 
greateft Height and Perfe&tion, and delineate their 
Ideas as exifting in their own Imagination, pure 
and refin’d from all Stains of the oppofite Vices 5 
like thofe Painters and Sculptors, who fometiimes 
by the Strength of Fancy reprefent more beautiful 
Faces than any which are form’d by Nature 5 fuch 
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were always efteeni’d the Venu’ of Apelles, and that 
of Cleomenes. 

But the Epick, Tragick and Comick Poets, as 
well as the Profe-Writers of Charaéters, exhibit 
Weacut aud Vice “mauingled and blended as they find 
them really exifting in Mankind, where they ap- 
pear in different Shapes and Diftinétions according 
to the different Proportions in their Mixture. 

No Man is adorn’d with Vertue fo refin’'d and 
{potlefs, that it is not debas’d and fullied by any 
impure Allay 5 nor have any acquir’d that fupreme 
Degree of Vice which excludes all good In- 
clinations, and entirely extinguifhes the Senfe of 
moral Evil. Should we therefore abftraét from 
Men of the higheft Clafs, who approach the near- 
eft to Perfection, all their Excelience and Vertue, 
and draw their Characters only by their Faults and 
Follies, they would appear odious or ridiculous. 
On the other hand, fhould we feparate all their 
evil Ingredients from the worft of Men, and repre- 
{ent them by their good Qualities only, they would 
feem regular and amiable, or at leaft not deform’d. 

Tho’ various fpecifick Natures are requir’d to 
diftinguifh one Order of Animals from another, 
yet in Morality the different Degree of Vertue and 
Vice, as one or the other is fuperior in the Mind, 
is fufficient to conftitute and denominate a good 
or a bad Man. From this predominant Degree the 
Line is drawn that limits the two oppofite Species, 
and divides the moral World into halves, where 
the People of each Hemifphere are diverfify'd by 
the various good and bad Qualities, which meet 

tozcthch 











together in their Temperament. "Tis eafy to dif- 
comingte by the conipfcf ous heroick Vertues of 
the one, and the prodigious Wickednefs of the 
other, the beft eal ek worlt of our Race ; but 
the lowelt Rank of the vertuous, and the higheft of 
il! Men, as well as the numerous intermediate 
Species of each Kind, have fo great a Refemblance | 
and Affinity to each other, that’tis very difficult to 
fertle their Diftinétions. \ 

As the feveral Combinations of Madnefs, Spleen 
and Folly produce an infinite Variety of irregular 
Underftandings, as has been obferv’d in a former 
Difcourfe, fo the amicable Accommodation and 
Alliance between feveral Vertues and Vices produce 
ary equal Diverfity in the Difpofitions and Manners 
of Mankind ; whence it comes to pafs that as many 
monitrous and abfurd Productions are found in the 
moral as in the intellectual World. . How. furpri- 
fing is it to obferve among the leaft culpable Men, 
fome whofe Minds at the fame time are attracted 
by Heaven and Earth with a feeming equal Force ? 
Some who are proud in Humility, others who are 
cenforious and uncharitable, yet felf-denying and 
devout 2? Some who join Contempt of the World 
with fordid Avarice, and others who preferve a 
preat Degree of Piety with Ill-nature and ungo- 
vett’d Paffions ? Nor are Inftances of this in¢con- 
fiflent Mixture leis frequent among bad Men, 
where we cften with Admiration fee Perfons at 
otce penerousand unjuft; impious Lovers of their 
Country, and flagitious Heroes 5 good-natura Shar- 
pers, inmoral Men of Honour, and Libertines who 
will {ooner die than change their Religion. And 
tho’ ’cis true that repugnant Coalitions of fo high 
a Degree are tound but in a Part of Mankind, yet 
none of the whole Mafs either good or bad are en- 
tirely exempted from fome abfurd Mixtures. 

Vertue never makes a more bright and amiable 
Appearance, than when ’tis introduc’d into a Com- 

lexion. where the Humours of the Body are fo 
‘perfectly blended, and the conflicting Ferments, 
elpecially the Spleen, fo well balanc’d, that the 
Vofeor is by that happy Temperament difpos'd 
‘to Induftry, Benevolence and Serenity of Mind. 
Ry this fine Nature refulting from their original 
Conttitution, Children become a Soil prepard to 
receive the Seeds of Vertue; which cultivated by 
cood Education, come forward a-pace, bear early 
Blooms, and foon rife to great Perfeétion. Tho’ 
thefe are rang’d in the higheft Clafs of excellent 
Men, yet their Mixture 1s faulty and imperfect : 
Vhat centie, humane and complaifant ‘Temper, 
which difpofes them to Goodnefs, not being ac- 
company’d by a fufficient Portion of Fortitude, 
not only makes them unapt for brave and ha- 
cardous Attempts, but expotes them to unwarran- 
‘table Compliances, by which they may gain the 
Favour of il Men’; whence their Vertue receives 
many Blemiufhes. 

Others have a noble Fire, that pufhes them on 
to ereat Undertakings and Aéts of Heroick Vertue, 
in defending their Country, and promoting the 
Vappinefs of Mankind. But it mutt be acknow- 
i? dod. thatthe fame warmth of Temper expofes 
rhem otcen to pafitonate Refentments, rafh Expref- 
forts, andinditcreerAGions. ‘The World is high- 
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ly indebted to this aGive Complexion, tuat pro- 
ceeds from a due Coalition of Spleen and refin’d 
Choler, which 1s requir’d to form the Patriot and 
the Hero 5 and ’tis reafonable we fhould foroive 
their Faults and Irregularities, fince thefe {pring 
from the fame generous Principle, that makes 
them the Benetactors of Mankind, and the Glory 
of their Country: Were it not for their extraor- 
dinary Merit, they would be liable to fewer 
Errors. | 

The Men of Vertue firft defcrib’d, by the Sweet- 
nefs of their Difpofition, the Government of their 
Paifions, and their great Humanity, have an un- 
difturb’d Poffeffion of themfelves, and provide beft 
for their own Peace and Felicity ; but the brave 
and aétive Individuals of the laft Sort, who nes- 
let their private Intereft, and for the Good of 
others, engage in the moft dangerous Enterprizes, 
notwithftanding their Imperfections, are the moft 
beneficial to Mankind ; and this is the mix’d Chara- 
&ter of the greateft Spirits in all Ages, not only of 
Pagan, but of Chriftian Heros, whofe generous, and 
fometimes ungovernable Fire, has been the Caufe 
of their illuftrious AGions. The firft fave them- 
felves, but the laft their Country 5 one 1s freer from 
Defects, but the other has more Beauties. 

Ancther inferior Clafs of vertuous Men is con- 
{tituted, when a prevailing degree of Piety is in- 
fus’d into a Complexion, where Flegm, Spleen and 
Melancholy are united ; whence refults an uneafy, 
fow’r and morofe Difpofition: In thefe, tho’ Piety 
is indeed predominant, yet it is fo rough, queru- 
lous and ill-manner’d, that it makes an alevaly 
and difagreeable, if not a forbidding Appearance. 
It 1s furprizing to find a Man of Vertue, either 
always fad and tormented with Scruples, or fuper- 
cilious, fullen and cenforious 5 to fee Piety mixt 
with Malevolence and Singularity, rude Santtity, 
dint dfeantrented and dafpanding Goodnefls. The’ 
a prevalent Degree of Vertue gives them the Deno- 
mination of good Men, yet they cannot be xec- 
kon’d as Members of the firft Rank by any but 
themfelves. 

The next Clafs is of thofe where the Spleen has 
inordinate Dominion, who are therefore wavering 
and irrefolute, and always halting between Vice 
and Vertue. From the Fluctuation of their Tem- 
per they divide their Time by reciprocal Returns 
of Sinning and Repenting, and {pend all the Pe- 
riods of Life in making and breaking good Refo- 
lutions. Thefe approach fo near to the Frontier 
of bad Men, that ’tis difficult to determine to 
which moral Species they belong. “Tis certain 
that if their Vertue in this doubtful State is fupe- 
rior, yet the Diftin€tion is fo nice and hard to be 
difcern’d, that the Poffeffors cannot certainly ob- 
ferve it; and therefore can reap no Satisfaction 
from the Confcioufnefs of their Vertue here, or the 
Expectation of its Reward hereafter. It muft be an 
eminent Degree of Goodnefs that by the Review 
of it can fill the Mind with Joy and Satisfaction. 
Weak and unequal Piety muft leave a Man in con- 
ftant Sufpence about his Safety, while he ftill con- 
tinues balancing and undetermin’d whether his 
good or bad Ations, his Vertues or Vices have the 
Aifcendant. 
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